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You've never seen this "Juliet"

By BILL ZAPCIC
STAFF WRITER 
There's a lot to love in "For the Love of Juliet!" — the comedy making its world premiere at Somerset Valley Playhouse. With four great characters — two real, two ethereal — the light fare makes for an enjoyable night out.

"For the Love of Juliet!" tells the story of a young actress, Juliet (Andrea Barra), working for her big break on the New York stage. She lives and works with her muse, Romeo (James Houston), who like most minor ancient gods is visible only to his client and to other muses.

Juliet is prepping to audition for the lead in "Romeo and Juliet," which she hopes will be her ticket to the marquee. But back into her life bounds Alex (Mike Beckwith), an actor ex-boyfriend who walked out on her to find himself. Now that he has it together, he wants her back. Julie resists his advances and instead suggests he push himself to dramatic greatness as she did. She even summons Alex a muse, Ginger (Laurie Hardy), though she's more of a muse in training.

Barra is a standout in this show; she is one of the most thoroughly prepared actresses to appear on an area stage in recent memory. She gives Juliet a wide, wide range of emotions and modulates her stage presence according to the needs of the scene. She delivers beautifully on the play's underlying theme: People need to excel to grow. She deserves the downstage spotlight.

Hardy makes Ginger fun in a style befitting Lucille Ball. Ginger may be clueless sometimes, but she's also wise and compassionate.

Beckwith makes Alex just plain drip with slacker-ness. He may be redeemable, he may be capable of excellence; if Alex achieves it, Ginger gets the credit.

The play, by area native Luigi Jannuzzi, shows a good sense of the theater as well as excellent insight into the human heart.  "For the Love of Juliet!" provides a rare opportunity for audiences to see something no one else has. Add that to the play's sweetness, and it's a worthwhile trip.
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