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For The Love of Juliet!
Somerset Valley Players looks at love and muses.

Tuesday, May 6, 2008 3:00 PM EDT

By Stuart Duncan


    LUIGI Jannuzzi is a local playwright (Hillsborough) who writes gentle comedies. Not the blustery shouting matches so popular with theater audiences these days — one-line barbs hurled across the stage, but rather small, sometimes poignant insights that keep you chuckling softly to yourself. Moreover he writes “tight” — that is, you never catch him expanding a scene or adding dialogue just to fill time. If the piece works in a single act, so be it.

   His offering at Somerset Valley Players, For The Love of Juliet, is a beautiful example. It is a 90-minute trip down a fantasy stream, filled with gentle eddys, bypassing the whirlpools other writers seem to favor. Juliet (Andrea Barra) is practicing for an important audition. She is hoping to play the role of Juliet in a community production and her helper happens to be named Romeo (played by James Houston). He also has hair full of glitter, indicating he is not merely a helper, but rather Juliet’s “muse,” visible only to her, but faithful to a fault and sometimes very helpful indeed.

   But just as we think the psychological part is over and Juliet has acquired some sense of accomplishment, in pops Alex (actually he climbs a ladder placed on the side of her apartment building). He was once Juliet’s lover, but for some reason has been gone for five years. He’s back to reclaim her, or at least distract her. He too wants to be an actor, so Juliet gets him his own “muse,” in the form of Ginger (who also climbs that ladder). Mike Beckwith is playing Alex; Laurie Hardy is playing Ginger. She also has hair glitter.

   That pretty much takes care of the first act. By Act 2 we learn that Alex is auditioning for the same production, but that he has a bit of an advantage since somewhere along the line he learned to play an ancient lyre and Shakespeare can always use an actor who plays the lyre. Since Ginger is only a “muse-in-training,” don’t expect too much savvy from her, but at the same time, you might expect Juliet to rebel against Romeo’s stern admonishments. And she does.

   It’s all great fun and never for a moment do you question a happy ending so that everyone on stage (and in the audience) can go home with a feeling of contentment. Plenty of chuckles along the way and an occasional good laugh as well. My favorite line: “It’s a perfect gift for the guy who has nothing.” 

 

   Playwright Jannuzzi has no less than 19 plays in the Samuel French catalog, nothing nasty, nothing that wanders too long into the bedroom. How refreshing.
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   For The Love of Juliet continues at Somerset Valley Players, 601 Route 206, Suite 26-216, Hillsborough, through May 18. Performances: Fri.-Sat. 8 p.m., Sun. 2 p.m. Tickets cost $12-$14; (908) 369-7469; www.svptheatre.org  
